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ISRAEL SCIENTISTS GROW 
DATE PALM PLANTS FROM 
2,000-YEAR-OLD SEEDS 


Researchers hope to resurrect a variety of date that was praised in 
antiquity but lost to time 


Reprint permission granted from Insidescience.org, Catherine 
Meyers, editor. Inside Science is an editorially independent news 
service of the American Institute of Physics 





fete 
Hee |, 


a 
- 
tr k 


at = 3 zi Fs HH om 
" Pt | re ae if * 
Nes. iL] 

ek a ie a 


= gr 
3 el 
1H i 
a fp ae 
Rete a | 


Te" ol 


Composite image by Abigail Malate. Source images from Internet 
Archive Book Images. 


Methuselah, Adam, Jonah, 
Uriel, Boaz, Judith and Hannah 
-- all sat dormant in Judea since 
biblical times. Now scientists 
have resurrected them in the hopes 
of better understanding _ their 
vanished lineage. 


These seven ancient emissaries 
are date palm plants, now all 


erowing in the southern Israeli 
community of Ketura. Methuselah 
came first. He was planted in 2005 
from an approximately 2,000-year- 
old seed found buried under rubble 
at the ancient fortress of Masada 
overlooking the Dead Sea. 


Since then, he has been joined 
by the others. As part of a long- 


Continued 
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term project at the Arava Institute 
for Environmental Studies in 
Israel, scientists hope to breed 
Judean date palms -- a variety that 
was praised in antiquity for its 
sweetness, large size, long shelf 
life, and supposed ability to fight 
disease, but which went extinct 
hundreds of years ago when 
repeated conflict wiped out the 
date plantations. 


The ages of the seven 
successfully sprouted ancient 
seeds range from around 2,400 to 
1,800 years old. The seeds came 
from three archeological sites 
in the Judean desert, including 
Qumran, where the Dead Sea 
Scrolls were discovered. 


It’s unusual to find seeds that 
can remain viable for so long. 
One of the few other examples 
was in 1995, when researchers 
reported that they had successfully 
germinated approximately 
1,200-year-old seeds of a Sacred 
Lotus found in an ancient lake 
bed in China. Date palm seeds 
can tolerate dehydration, and the 
ancient date seeds were found in 
an extremely dry environment, 
which may be one reason they 
survived so long. 


The resurrected date palms 
include both female and male trees, 
and the researchers are hoping that 
the trees will eventually produce 
fruit together. However, the new 
dates may not be the same as 
what people ate in ancient times, 
since ancient date growers would 
probably have cultivated shoots 
from select female plants, which 
perished long ago. The plants 
grown from their daughter seeds 
may not have the same qualities. 
Still, they may display some 
characteristics that have been lost 
in modern date varieties. 


Since the researchers sprouted 
their first ancient date plant, the 
tale has captured the public’s 
imagination. “These are 
something exceptional,” Sarah 
Sallon, one of the leaders of the 
project, said of the resurrected 
plants. She said she regularly 
gets questions about Methuselah 
from kids. She has even written 
up his story for a children’s book. 
In a time of seemingly relentless 
bad news about the environment, 
the date plant’s journey provides 
some hope for future generations, 
she said. “It’s a story of nature’s 
amazing powers to regenerate 
itself.” 


Continued 


Continued 


Some of the germinated ancient date seeds before planting. 
Photo credit: Guy Eisner. Credit: Science Advances (2020). 





Germinated ancient date seedlings. Ages in months at time of 
photograph (A to C) Adam (110 months), Jonah (63 months), and 
Uriel (54 months). (D to F) Boaz (54 months), Judith (47 months), 
and Hannah (88 months). Photo credit: Guy Eisner. Credit: Science 
Advances (2020). 


Note: Judaea’s date palm crops started to die out after the 
region’s wars with Rome in the Ist and 2nd centuries CE — and 
are now extinct. Historical accounts of the dates that grew from 
the palms in this region describe their large size, sweetness and 


medicinal properties. The Roman scribe Pliny the Elder, for 
example, wrote that their “outstanding property is the unctuous 
juice which they exude and an extremely sweet sort of wine- 
flavor like that of honey.” 





PALMS ON ANCIENT JUDAEAN 
AND ROMAN COINS 





Helmet with palm branches and ceremonial bowl 
on bronze coin of Herod the Great (40 BCE) 





Herod the Great coin features cross within a diadem 
& tripod with palm branches (40-4 BCE) 





Aphlaston and palm branch on prutah 
of Herod the Great (40 BCE) 
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Herod Antipas, grain of barley & palm tree with 
7 branches (1 BCE/CE). Courtesy of David Hendin. 
Possibly first appearance of palm tree on an 
ancient Judaean coin. 





Agrippa II, Emperor Domitian & 8-branched palm tree 
(84/5 CE) 





Prefect Coponius (5/6 CE) 
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Procurator Festus (59 CE) 
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Vespasian sestertius (71 CE). Photo courtesy of 
Classic Numismatic Group. 


Domitian (92 CE). Photo courtesy of Kunker. 
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Bar Kochba, middle bronze (133/134 CE) 
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Sepphoris, Trajan (98-117 CE) 
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“ISRAEL NUMISMATIC RESEARCH’ 
WINS 2020 SHEKEL PRIZE 





Kr 





The winner of the coveted Shekel Prize for the best book published in 
2019 on the subject of Israel, Holy Land or Judaic Numismatics is “Israel 
Numismatic Research,” edited by Dr. Donald Ariel and published by the 

Israel Numismatic Society, Haim Gitler, President. The announcement was 
made by Mel Wacks, chair of the committee, that includes distinguished 
scholars David Hendin and Dr. Ira Rezak. Hendin remarked that “The INR 
is really a kind of a miracle. All of the numismatists in Israel have worked 
together to publish this world-class journal for 14 years and on time. 
They encourage articles from authors all over the world and everything 
deals with numismatics of Israel — ranging from ancient to near-modern 
times.” The Shekel Prize has been awarded annually since 2018, when it 
was established by the American Israel Numismatic Association. 


The other 2019 publications that 
were in contention for the Shekel Prize 
were “The Nablus 1968 Hoard — A 
Study of Monetary Circulation in the 
Late Fourth and Early Third Centuries 
BCE Southern Levant” by Haim 
Gitler and Oren Tal with contributions 
by Arnold Spaer, Sylvia Hurter, Dana 
Ashkenazi, and Adin Stern, published 
by the American Numismatic Society; 
and Paper Payment Tokens In Israel” 
by Alexander Golberg, published by 
the author. 


The distinguished authors of articles 
in the winning issue of INR run from 


A (Donald Ariel’s “A Second Seleucid 
Coin Attributed to Jerusalem,” to Z 
(Linda Zollschan’s “The Conclusion 
of the First Jewish Revolt: Interpreting 
IVDAEA RECEPTA.” And _ topics 
range from “Test Cuts on Philistian 
Shegel /Quarters: A Case Study” 
by Haim Gitler and Oren Tal, to “A 
Rare Gold Theodor Herzl Medal” by 
Ira Rezak. For ordering information, 
visit www.ins.org.il, and for further 
information about the Shekel Prize 
and past winners visit www.theshekel. 
org.) 
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THE AMAZING LOST AND FOUND 
STORY OF THE FIRST JEWISH- 
AMERICAN HALL OF FAME MODEL 


By Mel Wacks 


In 1969, the Jewish-American 
Hall of Fame commissioned Victor 
Ries to create our first medal. Victor 
was a metal worker who had created 
large decorative sculpture, jewelry, 
etc. before — but he had never created 
a medal! He submitted a number of 
designs for the medal commemorating 
Judah L. Magnes, who among other 
accomplishments, had been the first 
president of Hebrew University in 
Jerusalem. Victor submitted designs 
in the traditional round shape, as well 
as an unusual rounded trapezoidal 


shape. The trapezoidal shape was 
chosen, and has been used for nearly 
all of the 50 Jewish-American Hall of 
Fame medals made since. 


The original models for a medal are 
generally made in a large size, first in 
clay and then cast in Plaster-of-Paris, 
and then are reduced in size and cut 
into the steel dies. Since Victor was 
used to working in metal, he made his 
large models out of pieces of metal 
welded together. 





The author (left) and unidentified man admiring 
original Magnes model c.1969. 


The original 10” (diagonal) models 
were given to the Judah L. Magnes 
Museum (under whose sponsorship 
the Jewish-American Hall of Fame 
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operated), in Berkeley for display and 
possible storage. A few years later, 
Seymour Fromer, Director of the 
Magnes Museum, loaned the obverse 


Continued 


Continued 


model to Dr. Lester H. Gabriel, an 
educator in the field of structural 
engineering and structural mechanics 
of concrete and steel construction, 
analysis and design. Dr. Gabriel held 
6 U.S. patents and 18 international 
patents for his work in composite 
materials and concrete. In addition, 
he was the recipient of numerous 
National Science Foundation faculty 
awards. He was the author of a large 
number of scientific papers and was 
a faculty member and administrator 
in the College of Engineering and 
Computer Science at Sacramento 


Hi Mel, 


State for many years. I was told 
that Lester wanted to experiment 
in casting the model into concrete. 
But the model disappeared! After 
the original plaque reappeared, I 
attempted to contact Dr. Gabriel, to 
find out what had happened to it — 
but I learned that he had passed away 
in 2008. 


On July 16, 2019 I received the 
following email from someone who 
had been acquiring Jewish-American 
Hall of Fame medals for many years: 


Recently I purchased another JAHF plaque on eBay. This one is a 
bronze Judah Magnes plaque, about 9” x 8-1/2”, with a mounting screw on 
the back but no wooden mounting board like the Gershom Seixas plaque that 
I purchased a couple of years ago. Overall it is in nice condition. There is not 
much information on these plaques in your on-line book on the JAHF medals, 
other than a couple of small pictures that show some of the plaques. Is there 
more information that you are willing to share on this one? Thanks. 


Charlie L. 








Front and back of the 10” (diagonal) Judah L. Magnes plaque, 
as it was pictured on ebay. 
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I knew that we had never made 
duplicates of this plaque, and guessed 
that it might be the lost original. So 
I quickly texted back to Charlie, 
indicating the circumstances of its 
disappearance over 45 years ago, and 
asking 1f he would return it so it could 
be restored in the Jewish-American 
Hall of Fame archives — saying “This 
is our 50th year and this discovery 
of this long lost original will be the 


Hi Mel, 


icing on the cake.” I also offered to 
reimburse him for the cost of the 
plaque on ebay and his cost to ship it to 
me. I also indicated that I would “send 
you this pair of [Barbra] Streisand 
plaques made by Alex Shagin in cold 
cast bronze that are identical to those 
hanging in our permanent exhibit [at 
the Virginia Holocaust Museum]. My 
heart was pounding, until I recetved 
his reply a few hours later: 


I agree to your proposal. I had no idea that this was an original. It 
deserves a place in a museum or in the JAHF archives, not in my private 
collection. I am very pleased to help with the recovery of this work of art. 


Charlie 


Thank goodness’ for honest 
collectors! I can’t help wondering 
what the odds were that this model 
would appear on ebay after four 
decades, and that the purchaser would 
contact me, and that he would return 
it! It’s a miracle! 


Hello L., 


But wait — there’s more! I asked 
Charlie if he would ask the ebay seller 
how he had acquired the plaque — and 
here is his reply: 


Thank you for your interesting information about the plaque. As you may 


know by reviewing the type items that I sell on ebay most of them are related to 

fishing and the outdoors. This is a hobby of mine since retirement. The plaque 
is somewhat of an exception. I attended a small flea market in Sebastopol 
approximately a couple of months ago and purchased the item along with a 
few unrelated items from a gentleman who appeared to be selling contents 
of a storage locker. The majority of the items he was selling were in older 
cardboard boxes and carefully wrapped in newspaper. Most items were what 
I would call vintage glassware and china. The vendor seemed to know little 
about his wares including the plaque. I did a little research and decided it 
might be of value or interest to someone else, thereby, I listed it for resale on 
ebay. Happy to see it has found an appropriate home. 


Jack 


Continued 
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If only this plaque could talk! 


By the way, the original reverse 
plaque has survived, and was 
presented to David B. in 2014, after 
he made a generous contribution 


to the Jewish-American Hall of 


Fame that helped make possible the 
documentary “Metal Man,” about 


Victor Ries’ life and work. This 
documentary can be viewed at https:// 
vimeo.com/102866049. 


To learn more about the Jewish- 
American Hall of Fame series of 
medals, including those that are still 
available, visit www.amuseum.org/ 
jahf.m 





France, bronze, 50 mm. 


Irina Konstantinovna Rodnina was 
born September 12, 1949 in Mos- 
cow; her mother was Jewish. She is 
the only pair skater to win 10 succes- 
sive World Championships (1969— 
78) and three successive Olympic gold 
medals (1972, 1976, 1980). She was 


elected to the State Duma in the 2007 
legislative election as a member of 
President Vladimir Putin’s United 
Russia party. Irina spent a number of 
years living in the United States and 
then moved back to Russia. 
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“MEDALS OF THE JEWISH- 
AMERICAN HALL OF FAME 
1969-2019" PUBLISHED 


MEDALS OF THE 


JEWISH- 


AMERICAN 
HALL OF FAME 


By Mel Wacks 


1ybg-2o1g | 





Jewish-American Hall of Fame 
medals issued from 1969 to 2019 have 
found homes in collections, museums, 
etc. around the world — becoming 
the longest continuing series of non- 
government art medals currently 
being issued 1n the world. Now, for the 
first time, biographies of more than 
50 Jewish-American Hall of Fame 
inductees have been published, along 
with their portrait medals created by 
leading medalists — many of whom 
have won the prestigious Numismatic 
Art Award for Excellence in Medallic 
Sculpture (presented by the American 
Numismatic Association), and the 
American Numismatic Society’s J. 


19 


Sanford Saltus Award for Outstanding 
Achievement in the Art of the Medal. 


This book, written by Mel Wacks, 
founder of the Jewish-American 
Hall of Fame, also includes back 
stories of the medals — including 
correspondence with the medalists 
and preliminary art work — adding to 
the appreciation of the final works of 
art. Mintages and mints are indicated 
for the benefit of collectors. In 
addition, the reader will find pictures 
and mintage data for over three dozen 
special medals commissioned by the 
Jewish-American Hall of Fame. 


On the back cover, noted medal 
collector and scholar Donald Scarinc1 
writes: “For those who are interested 
in American history, culture, art and 
science, the Jewish-American Hall of 
Fame medals form a gallery of great 
Americans.” Accordingly, the book 
features biographies about honorees 
such as Albert Einstein, Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg, Hank Greenberg, 
Houdini, Golda Meir, Joseph Pulitzer, 
Jonas Salk, Barbra Streisand, et al. 


The 8 2x 11” 150 page book 
is available for $35 on amazon; or an 
autographed copy can be ordered by 
calling the author at 818-225-1348. 


DESERT AGRICULTURE IN ISRAEL - 
ISRAEL 72ND ANNIVERSARY COIN 
LEGAL TENDER ISSUED BY THE 
BANK OF ISRAEL 





Obverse: The Israel State Emblem, “Israel” in English, Hebrew and Arabic, 
“Independence Day 2020” in English and Hebrew, face value and mint 
mark. Behind the face value is an element representing the hot desert sun. 
In the lower border, artistic elements represent tomatoes and grapes grown 
in the Negev Desert. Reverse: Border inscription: “Desert Agriculture” in 
English, Hebrew and Arabic, and olive branches. Left, the strong desert sun, 
greenhouses and rectangles of a histogram, signifying control of growth 
conditions in the greenhouses. Right, panels for production of solar energy, 
grapes, peppers and tomatoes, representing the fruits and vegetables grown 
in the Negev. Below, drops of water and pipes symbolize the drip irrigation. 
Design: E R Design Team 


Israel is one of the world’s leading 
nations of imnovation in desert 
agriculture. The Independence Day 
Coin issued this year in celebration 
of Israel’s 72nd anniversary is a 
proud salute to the Jewish nation’s 
achievements. 


Agriculture in the Negev Desert 
already existed in ancient times. With 
the establishment of the modern State 
in 1948, the dream of Israel’s first 
Prime Minister David Ben Gurion 
was to make the desert bloom and 
he strongly encouraged settlement 


Continued 
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of the Negev and Judean Deserts. 
However, with the underlying fact 
that 60% of Israel’s territory was 
desert land, there was a need to 
overcome the challenges of a hot, dry 
climate, and Israel achieved this with 
success. Use of advanced technology 
and techniques led to production 
of some of the world’s highest and 
best agricultural yields in desert 
conditions, in relatively small areas. 


As the country’s population grew, 
agricultural areas diminished in size 
and it became even more important 
to take advantage of the Negev 
Desert region. The need for water 
conservation led to development of 
the most efficient means of irrigation, 
including the use of _ recycled 
water and drip irrigation originally 
developed in Israel. The saline water 
of the desert was found good for 
olives, fish farming and growing 
Jojoba, from which oil is extracted 
for cosmetics. 


Fruit and vegetables, including 
some of the world’s sweetest cherry 
tomatoes, are grown today in 
abundance in hi-tech greenhouses. 
In the southern Negev, where 2,000 
years ago, the Nabateans found 
favorable conditions for cultivating 
grapevines, grapes are grown for 
wine, today. In the Arava in the 
far south and further north in the 
Jordan Valley, the popular Medjoul 
dates are grown with emphasis on 
the tasty “Bonbon” variety, which 
are exported to about 30 different 
countries. Meeting the challenges 
of the desert has created a “desert 
revolution” in Israel, the seeds of 
which have become distributed all 
over the world. Many other countries, 
also coping with these same climatic 
challenges today, look to Israel for 
help. 


For further information go to 
www.israelmint.comm 


Face ; Mint 
Diameter Value Material Mark Quantity | Weight 
0am, itonig (COON lem 555 16.96gm 

Proof 





Silver/925 Proof- | Star of 
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WINE BOTTLES FEATURE ANCIENT 
JUDAEAN COIN 





Winemaking in Israel has a 
long history, but it is far from 
straightforward. The country, like 
many others situated along the 
Mediterranean coast, is blessed with 
the right climate and soil to create 
some of the world’s finest wines, but 
a range of cultural factors meant that 
production fell out of favor in the 
country for centuries. However, it has 
since made an astounding comeback. 





One of Israeli wine’s biggest 
success stories 1s Psagot Winery, 
produced from grapes grown in 
the same area where the biblical 
Abraham grew and made his 
own wine -- located just north of 
Jerusalem in the Binyamin region. 
Psagot’s appreciation of history 1s 
exemplified by its branding. The 
coin seen on our wine bottles is a 
replica of one found in an ancient 
cave located on our land. The cave 
dates back to the time of the Second 
Temple, more than 2,000 years ago, 
while the coin can be traced to the 
First Jewish-Roman War, which took 
place between 66 and 73 CE. One 
face of the coin shows an amphora, 
a vessel for storing wine, and the 
other side depicts a grape leaf. The 
coin symbolizes the preservation 
of the winemaking tradition and 
the connection to their biblical 
and agricultural roots. In the cave, 
they also found the remnants of a 
winepress. Iv 





First Revolt prutah, Year 2 (67/6 CE). Courtesy of www.amuseum.org/book. 
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PALESTINE MANDATE COINS 
ARE HOT! 


Courtesy of www. bnaibrith.org 





ae 


Possessing the international 
authority, the British began the 
process of creating a new monetary 
system for the Palestine Mandate. 
The legal framework governing the 
creation of coinage for the Mandate 
was initiated by the 1927 Palestine 
Currency Order. The Order specified 
that the standard of currency would 
be the Palestine Pound, which would 
be divided by 1,000 mils. Starting 
on the eve of the 10th anniversary of 
the Balfour Declaration (November 
1, 1927), the coins were minted, as 
needed, to meet public demands. 
They would be used until the early 
1950’s. Selecting the design was a 


pe 
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Map of Palestine Mandate (pink plus yellow areas). 
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major challenge as religious symbols 
were strictly forbidden and all three 
official languages of the region 
(English, Hebrew, and Arabic) had 
to appear on the coins. The design 
emphasized agriculture, with the olive 
chosen as the national symbol. A total 
of seven different mils denominations 
were minted: 1, 2, 5, 10, 20, 50, and 
100. On the obverse side of the 1, 
2, 50 and 100 mils coins, the design 
consisted of a sprig of an olive branch 
standing upright in the center of the 
unbroken coin. The remaining three 
denominations, the 5, 10, and 20 Mils, 
had a hole punched out of the center 
with an olive wreath wrapped around. 


Continued 
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To conform to the Balfour 
Declaration, two additional Hebrew 
letters were added in parentheses 
next to the Hebrew script on the 
coms. These letters, the aleph and 
yod, were an abbreviation for Eretz 
Yisra’el, “The Land of Israel.” This 
infuriated the Arab citizens who 
rioted in protest. Orthodox Jews were 
also displeased with the text as they 
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believed only the Messiah from the 
house of David could reestablish the 
historical Kingdom of Israel. These 
conflicts still rage on today. 


Palestine Mandate coins in 
premium grades have been realizing 
high prices at auction. The following 
are some examples.IvJ 
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1942 1 Mil MS65 Red PCGS. Sold for: $1,057.50, 2014 April 10-12 & 15-16 
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1945 2 Mils PCGS MS65 $1,175.00 Apr 12, 2014 
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5 Mils 1934 PCGS MS65 $763.75 Apr 12, 2014 
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1931 100 Mils The Undisputed Key Date for Palestine. One of only three 
certified Mint State by PCGS (MS-62). Realized $21,600 January 7, 2019 
(All pictures courtesy of Heritage Auctions). 
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NGC PRICE GUIDES TO PALESTINE 
MANDATE COINS 


Source: www.Ngccoin.Com/price-guide/world 


[Note that coins graded by PCGS are not included. 
PCGS does not compile price guides for foreign coins. | 
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10 Mils Price Guide(NGC) | 
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WHAT ARE THE MOTIFS ON 
HEROD THE GREATS “YEAR 3° COINS? 
PART | 


By David M. Jacobson, University College, London 


Excerpt reprinted with permission from Strata: Bulletin of The Anglo- 
Israel Archaeolocial Society 2015 Volume 33 


Editor’s Notes 


1. This is an excerpt from a scholarly work, and therefore has many footnotes and 
references. Dont be put off by these - it is still a good read whether or not you collect 
ancient Judaean coins. 


2. These coins are doubly dated “LI” and the monogram “TP”, both indicating 
Year 3. Kanael (1963:26) says: “It is likely that Herod wanted to accentuate the fact 
that 37 BCE, which was in fact his first year as king, should be regarded as his third 


year, and reckoned from 40 BCE when Rome had appointed him. 





Herod the Great (37-4 BCE). & octochalkon (23 mm, 7.1 gm). Pilos 
surmounted by a star (emblematic of a dioscurus) on a couch and flanked 
by pair of palm branches with fillets (ribbons) tied at their tips / Tripod with 
bowl (lebes) and contents alight; date-mark LI’ = ‘Year 3’ to the left, TP 
monogram to the right, in the field. Inscription: BAXIAEQXY HPQAOY (fof 
King Herod’). 
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The motif on the obverse of 
this coin 1s unique and there is no 
consensus among scholars of its 
meaning. By the mid-19th century, 
two contradictory interpretations had 
gained currency. Nearly 150 years 
ago, in his landmark study of ancient 
Jewish coins, Madden (1864: 83-84) 
noted that some scholars viewed 
the object depicted as a helmet with 
cheek pieces, while others, as a vessel 
comprising a stand and a bell-shaped 
cover. Later, Wiegand (1912: 27, 79) 
specifically classified the vessel as an 
incense burner (thymiaterion). This 
idea was accepted throughout the 
twentieth century by among others, 
Watzinger (1935: 24, n.1), Kanael 
(1963: 48) and Kindler (1974: 29), 
who expected to find motifs related 
to the Jerusalem Temple cult or 
to Judaism on Herod’s coins. Yet, 
this motif is far from the tall and 
relatively thin thymiateria illustrated 
in Wiegand’s Plate IV. 


Ariel and Fontanille (CH: 43- 
45, 107-109) have highlighted 
the divergence of opinions on the 
iconography on this side of the coin 
(TJC: 221, no. 44). Madden later 
revised his opinion in favour of a 
helmet with cheek-pieces (idem 1881: 
107), and nowadays most scholars 
favour some sort of headgear, broadly 
semi-circular in outline surmounted 
by arayed star, or star-like decoration, 
and flanked by a pair of palm 
branches. Meshorer thought that it 
represented an apex, the ceremonial 
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mitre worn by Roman flamines and 
augurs (AJC 2: 18-20; TJC: 64). 
Meshorer’s ideas were coloured 
by his belief that Herod’s coinage 
was heavily influenced by Roman 
Republican coin types. Nonetheless, 
his interpretation is unconvincing 
because this motif bears little true 
resemblance to the tall, sacerdotal 
Roman apex (Jacobson 1986: 146, 
n. 3; CH: 44, 107). Meshorer wrote 
that he was unsure of the attribution, 
since he also refered to this motif 
as a ‘helmet with cheek pieces, and 
a star on top’ (AJC 2: 235). Hendin 
(1990-1991; 1998), Brenner (2000; 
2001), and Ariel and Fontanille 
(CH: 43, 107-109) have maintained 
that the motif shown on the reverse 
of Herod’s largest coin should be 
seen as a military helmet. Brenner 
interpreted the ‘star-like object’ on 
top of the helmet as a crest decoration, 
suggesting that the vertical, downward 
pointing ray is much longer than the 
others and joins the tip of the helmet, 
indicating that it was an attached 
piece. Although he only referred to a 
six-rayed ‘star’, some versions of this 
coin type depict the star with eight 
rays, certainly intended as a cosmic 
symbol rather than a mere decorative 
device. Brenner viewed the lower part 
of the design to be an integral part of 
the helmet, comprising the brim ridge, 
cheek pieces and straps (Brenner 
2001: 212). Then he revealed his bias 
in the matter, claiming that Herod’s 
normal “numismatic practice’ was not 
to represent symbols of pagan deities 
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on his coins (cf. Jacobson 1986: 159— 
165; AJC 2: 18-22). It is precisely 
the point that Herod launched a new 
series of images on Judaean coins, 
many drawn from the repertoire of 
well-known polytheistic symbols, 
which fits with what we know about 
the man and his outlook (Kokkinos 
1998: 122). 


Ariel and Fontanille also diminish 
the Graeco-Roman character of the 
motifs on Herod’s coins to the extent 
that in their concluding remarks they 
emphasise that: “We have proposed 
that inoffensiveness was an underlying 
principle in the selection of Herodian 
types’ (CH: 188). While accepting 
the motif on the obverse as a helmet 
(CH: 43-45), they are prepared to 
entertain the possibility that the lower 
feature represents a separate element, 
namely a couch (CH: 109).° What 
remains 1s a pilos topped by a star. 
Yet, they are reluctant to identify this 
with a Dioscuri attribute, preferring 





instead to see it as a representation of 
Herod’s personal helmet, a view with 
which Lorber concurs (CH: 108-109; 
Lorber 2013: 133—137). Conceivably, 
this does not have to be an either/or 
situation, because one cannot exclude 
the possibility that Herod chose a 
helmet modelled on a Dioscuri pilos 
to project a heroic image, just as 
Augustus modelled himself on his 
real-life hero, Alexander the Great 
(see below). 


Lorber has followed Brenner in 
regarding the lower section of the 
motif as an integral part of the head- 
gear, although she, like Brenner 
before her, was unable to cite another 
example from antiquity with ‘a 
substructure comparable to that seen 
on Herod’s module 1 [1.e. his largest 
coin]|’ (idem: 126, n. 3). Both seem to 
brush aside the point made strongly 
by Madden (1864: 84) that ‘the upper 
part of the object is severed from the 
lower’. 





Cilicia, Soloi. Circa 2nd-Ist Century BC. Obverse: Turreted head of 
Tyche right. Reverse: SOLEWN The caps of the Dioscuri, a star above 
each; monogram below. SNG Levante: 868 Rare. Size: 20mm, 7.04g. 
Source: www.vcoins.com 
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Narkiss (1932: 210) was the first 
scholar to drawn a connection between 
the upper part of the design on this 
coin and the characteristic conical 
cap surmounted by a star, worn by 
the Dioscuri, Castor and Pollux, as 
they are commonly represented in 
ancient classical art. Narkiss was 
followed by Vincent (1936: 221—222) 
and later by Wirgin (1960; 1961: 
153-154). Wirgin suggested that the 
use of the Dioscuri motif referred 
to Herod’s messianic pretensions. 
The same idea was developed and 
discussed at some length by Schalit 
(1969: 450-461). In a more detailed 


analysis, Jacobson showed how 
the dominant motif on the obverse 
is meant to portray a Dioscuri cap 
(1986: 147-148), an idea supported 
by the pair of palm branches, another 
important attribute of the Dioscuri 
in classical iconography, as Narkiss 
had first pointed out (1932: 211). 
Indeed, palm branches are frequently 
included in representations of the 
Dioscuri, or their piloi, on Greek and 
Roman coins.* On several versions of 
this coin type, the palm branches are 
shown with ribbons tied to their tips, 
an unambiguous victory symbol in 
classical iconography. 





Coin struck by Bruttium in southern Italy at the end of the third century 
BCE. On the obverse are busts of the Dioscuri, wearing their starred conical 
hats (pile1) decorated with wreaths (as is the the pilos on Herod’s coin) and 
surmounted by stars. On the reverse, the Dioscuri are shown riding into battle 
and holding palm branches (also shown above the pilos on Herod’s coin), 
well known Graeco-Roman symbols of victory. This illustration is taken 
from https://www.acsearch.info/search.html?id=2 132482. 
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A Dioscuri pilos and palm branches 
can only account for the upper part 
of the design; however it still leaves 
the separate, lower features to be 
explained. I have suggested that the 
horizontal element below the pilos is 
a couch (Jacobson 1986: 148-149), 
in which case we might have here a 
theoxenia (literally ‘god entertaining’ 
in Greek), a feast in honour of gods 
(Jacobson 1986: 155-156; 2001b: 
100; Kearns 2012). At this ritual meal 
the celebrants dined together in the 
presence of images of divinities or 
their attributes mounted on a dining 
couch, to represent their participation. 
The Romans practiced a_ similar 
ritual, greatly influenced by the Greek 
theoxenia, and called a lectisterntum 
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in Latin (Linderski 2012). This 
characteristic rite was particularly 
associated with the cult of the 
Dioscuri, as we know from classical 
literature, painting and sculpture 
(Parker 2012; Hermary 1986: 576— 
577, nos. 110-119; Jacobson 1986: 
155-156). A theoxenia also appears 
on at least one coin type and there 
are other coins showing emblems of 
Greco-Roman deities, including piloi 
of the Dioscuri, mounted on seats of 
various kinds (Jacobson 1986: 154— 
156). This identification of the motif 
on Herod’s largest coin has since 
received wider recognition (Mahieu 
2012: 363-364, 381; Marshak 2006: 
214; RPC 1.1: 678). 


Dioscouroi theoxenia Louvre. 2nd 
Century BCE. Apparition of the 
Dioscuri at a banquet. Upper tier: the 
Dioscuri as riders wearing a short 
chiton and a chlamys, galloping 
above a winged Victory; lower tier: 
banqueting couch, rectangular table 
with cakes and altar with a man 
laying an offering and a woman 
raising an object towards the sky. 
Inscription: “To the Great Gods, 
Danaa daughter of Aphtonetos 
(Atthoneiteia)’. 
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The Dhtoscuri, as _ archetypal 
heroes of classical mythology, could 
represent an act of homage to Herod, 
whose Greek name, Herodes means 
‘reflecting heroism.’’ The presence of 
a single pilos on this coin rather than 
a pair of caps makes this possibility 


far more likely. Perhaps Herod, not 
wishing to breach the Jewish taboo 
on human representation by putting 
his portrait on his coins, would have 
sought to present himself through 
well-chosen symbols. 





Herod the Great, large denomination struck year 37 B.C.E. (GBC 1169) 6.02 
em. This coin struck by the dies O23-R113 shows the leaves decorating the 
helmet’s bowl. Source: Fontanille Coins. 


The discovery on some coin 
specimens of a leaf or wreath- 
like decoration on the bowl of the 
headpiece, first pointed out by Hendin 
(1990-91), is perfectly consistent 
with a Dioscuri pilos. Lorber (2013: 
126-127; 135) sees considerable 
significance in the resemblance of 
the rather crudely executed heart 
shaped leaves on this coin to ivy 
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and then claims it demonstrates 
Herod’s ‘affiliation or assimilation 
to Dionysus.’ Lorber appropriately 
notes that an ivy wreath also featured 
on the largest bronze coin of Herod’s 
Hasmonean rival, Mattathias 
Antigonus, where it is surrounded 
by the Greek legend ANTIFONOY 
BAXIAEQ® (TJC, no. 36; Lorber 
2013: 136-137). 
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Large coin of Antigonus Mattathias, with ivy wreath on reverse. 


Furthermore, at Samaria, 
representations of Dhtoscuri piloi 
encircled by olive or laurel wreaths 
were carved on a pair of stone panels 
and probably date from Herod’s 
reign.° It is out of character for this 
Hasmonaean king to wish to associate 
his kingship with Dionysus, the 
Greek god of wine and ecstasy: there 
is not even a glimmer of interest in 
this deity by Hasmonaean monarchs 
or their partisans, indicated in ancient 
Jewish literature, including the Books 
of the Maccabees and the writings of 


Josephus. Therefore, the possibility 
that the representation of ivy in this 
wreath and the one on the Dioscuri 
pilos on Herod’s coin is_ either 
incidental’ or, alternatively, if those 
responsible for manufacturing these 
coins were gentile, 1t could reflect a 
view which was prevalent among 
Romans and presumably Greeks 
as well that Jews were devotees of 
Dionysus/Bacchus, on account of the 
prominence given to the vine in their 
Temple and liturgy (Jacobson 2007b; 
Hendin 2015, 429-430).1a 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 


I am indebted to Professor Rami Arav of the University of Nebraska at 
Omaha for stimulating discussions which sowed the seeds of this study. 


Continued 


34 


Continued 


NOTES 


3 On this point, Ariel and Fontanille 
acknowledge Schwentzel (2007: 591), who 
remarks that the helmet is shown mounted 
on a ‘table basse’. See also Schwentzel 2011: 
136-139. 


4 Jacobson 1986: 152-154; 2001b, 
100. Archelaus Philopatris of Cappadocia 
(reigned from to c. 36 BCE — 14 CE), a 
fellow client king of Rome who was linked to 
Herod through the marriage of his daughter 
Glaphyra to two of Herod’s sons, Alexander 
and Archelaus, in turn, struck a bronze 
coin featuring a palm branch between two 
Dioscuri pilo1; see Sydenham 1933: no. 17 = 
RPC 1.1: no. 3612. On Archelaus Philopatris 
and his relationship with Herod, see Jacobson 
200 La. 
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The Story of the Dioscuri 


After Leda is seduced by Zeus in the form of a swan, she lays an egg. From 
it, hatch Castor and Pollux as well as their sisters Helen and Clytemnestra. 
The Dioscuri, as Castor and Pollux come to be called, go on to have all kinds 
of famous adventures: the Quest for the Golden Fleece, the Calydonian Boar 
Hunt, and the quest to rescue Helen from the clutches of Theseus. When the 
twins start a feud with their cousins Lycenaus and Idas over some lovely 
ladies and a herd of cattle, Castor ends up on the wrong end of a spear. As his 
brother is dying, Pollux selflessly offers to share his immortality with his twin. 
Depending on whom youask, the two are placed 1n the stars as the constellation 
Gemini, or live alternate days between Mt. Olympus and the Underworld. 


Source: www.shmoop.com 
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23RD COIN RELEASED IN ISRAELS 
“BIBLICAL ART” SERIES 
FEATURES THE STORY OF 
THE 12 SPIES 





Issued in denominations of 1 Shekel (14.4 gm., .925 silver, BU), 2 Shekalim 
(31.1 gm., .999 silver. Proof), 1 Shekel (1.24 gm., .999 gold, BU), and 10 
Shekalim (16.96 gm., .917 gold, Proof). Designed by Lilach Rozman. 


Following the exodus from Egypt 
and slavery under Pharaoh, the 
children of Israel wandered in the 
desert on their way to the Promised 
Land, the Land of Canaan. In 
the second year, they reached the 
wilderness of Paran, where Moses 
made his decision in consultation 
with the Almighty to send men to spy 
or survey out the land. He appointed 
the head of each of the 12 tribes to 
explore the land and conduct a survey 
of its cities and inhabitants. When the 


men returned after 40 days, 10 out of 
the 12 gave an unfavorable report. 
They gave a partially encouraging 
report that the land “flowed with milk 
and honey,” and as evidence, showed 
the dense cluster of grapes they had 
brought. However, they frightened 
the people with the rest of their 
report. They described the giants they 
had seen and told them that the land 
devours its inhabitants, and its people 
would be too weak to endure. 
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After hearing the report of the 
spies, the people wept, and _ that 
day of weeping became known as 
Tisha B’ Av. It remains the ninth day 
of the Jewish month of Av, when 
both the first and second temples in 
Jerusalem would be destroyed, a day 


of weeping for the generations to 
come. As punishment, 1t would take 
the Israelites 40 years to reach the 
Promised Land, corresponding to the 
40-day trip of the spies, and only the 
younger generation was to have the 
merit of entering the land. 


MOSES ROBUS — JEWISH OR NOT? 





The pictured so-called “Convict Love Token” was auctioned February 1, 
2020 by Baldwin’s of St. James. They described it as: “British Coins and 
Tokens, Engraved halfpenny: smoothed coin of Jewish interest, “MOSES 
ROBUS - 1776” and heart on crossed arrows / crossed pistols, sword and 
keys around, neat engraving, very fine.” It realized 240 British pounds (about 
$300). The question is: Was Moses Robus Jewish? 


The Old Bailey trial transcript from 
July 11, 1781 begins: “Abraham 
Abrahams, James Parker. Moses 
Robus, and Arthur Levy, were indicted 
for that they, in the King s highway, in 
and upon Francis Huckle feloniously 
did make an assault, putting him in 


corporal fear and danger of his life, 
and stealing from his person a wooden 
box, value 6d. a hundred gingerbread 
toys, value 7s two boxes, value Is. fifty 
pounds of snuff, value 81. a hair trunk 
value Js. three cloth coats, value 31. 
a cloth waistcoat, value 10s. three 
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pair of cloth breeches, value 20s. 
and twenty yards of woollen cloth, 
the property of Thomas Eagles, June 
29th.” 


It is obvious from their names that 
co-defendants Abraham Abrahams 
and Arthur Levy were Jewish. And 
the third — James Parker — was 
also known as Lazarus Levi. In his 
testimony, Jones gave an alibi for 
Arthur Levy, stating: “I was a Jew, 
but have renounced Judaism. I am a 
jeweller in Shire-lane, Temple-bar. I 
know Arthur Levy ...”, Robus’ next 
door neighbor Martha Tomkinson 
gave him an alibi when she swore that 
“Robus] came to my house the 28th 
of June, about half after ten o’clock, 
to ask for his wife: she had been at our 


house, and was gone to look after Mr. 
Robus ... He sat down and asked for 
something to eat; my maid went for 
some ham for him.” 


So Robus had Jewish friends, but 
ate ham. Jewish or not Jewish? — 
you decide! 


By the way, Moses Robus and 
his Jewish co-defendants Abraham 
Abrahams and Arthur Levy were 
found not guilty; James Parker (who 
had testified “I am as mnocent as the 
child unborn”) was found guilty and 
was sentenced to death. 


The full transcript can be found 
at www.oldbaileyonline.org/browse. 
jsp?name=1781071 11a 





An Old Bailey trial, c. 1808. Thomas Rowlandson and Augustus Pugin - 
Ackermann, Rudolph; Pyne, William Henry; Combe, William (1904) [1808] 
“Old Bailey” in The Microcosm of London: or, London in Miniature, 
Volume 2, London: Methuen and Company. 
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WHAT IF PALESTINE HAD ITS 
OWN CURRENCY? 


Palestinians used the Palestinian 
pound during the British Mandate of 
Palestine (1927-1948), after which no 
further notes were issued. In Gaza, the 
Egyptian pound was used from 1951, 
while in the West Bank the Jordanian 
dinar was used from 1952. The shekel 
has been used in both territories since 
the 1967 occupation. 


Jehad Naji, pictured below with 
his wife, says that when he had the 
designs made, the printer at the 
stationary shop was mesmerised. “I 
asked him which he preferred, the 
Israeli shekels or these Palestinian 
pounds. He said the Palestinian, 
without hesitation. People still have 
hope, they feel proud about anything 
that reminds them of their history.” 


Naji’s wife, Haneen Abu 
Samhadana, supported him during 
the 13-month project, advising 
and helping choose colors. “The 
greatest shock was after we posted 
the photos, when we discovered that 


people abroad did not even know we 
use Israeli shekels and not our own 
currency,” she says. 


Saif al-Deen Oda of the PMA said 
that it would not be possible due to 
the state of the Palestinian economy. 
“Tsrael would not accept the idea of 
allowing Palestinians to print their 
own currency,” he said. Oda also 
pointed out that dependence on the 
shekel meant that all international aid 
for Palestine had to be converted into 
the Israeli currency, bolstering Israel’s 
foreign exchange reserves. 


Barber Abu Hani al-Khatib, who 
was born in 1936, says he recalls 
handling the old Palestinian pound 
during his childhood. “It 1s promising 
to see Palestinian youth still concerned 
with their history to the point that 
makes them want to recreate the 
Palestinian pound. This is part of the 
Palestinian struggle, the debate on the 
Palestinian currency should always 
be alive.” 





Continued 
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Continued 


Designer Jehad Naji, 29, had the 
idea of designing a currency for 
Palestine after a British journalist 
asked him about which currency to 
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use during a visit to Gaza. Naji had 
to explain to him that there was none 
and that Palestinians have to use the 
Israeli shekel. 
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The design for the front of the five-pound note shows the Church of the 
Nativity in Bethlehem. 
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The front of the ten-pound note, above, shows the Ibrahimi Mosque in 
Hebron. 
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The front of the 20-pound note depicts a performance of the dabke, a 
Palestinian folk dance. “My [overall] choices were based on my belief that 
these symbolic figures contributed to the Palestinian peaceful struggle,” says 
Naji. 
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The front of Naji’s design for a 500-pound note shows al-Aqsa Mosque in 
Jerusalem. 


Source: www.middleeasteye.net 
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THE SACRIFICE OF ISAAC 


Genesis (Bereishit), Chapter 22:1-13, relates the following: 


And it came to pass after these 
things, that God tested Abraham, 
and He said to him, “Abraham,” and 
he said, “Here I am.” 


And He said, “Please take your 
son, your only one, whom you love, 
yea, Isaac, and go away to the land 
of Moriah and bring him up there 
for a burnt offering on one of the 
mountains, of which I will tell you.” 


And Abraham arose early in the 
morning, and he saddled his donkey, 
and he took his two young men with 
him and Isaac his son; and he split 
wood for a burnt offering, and he 
arose and went to the place of which 
God had told him. 


On the third day, Abraham lifted 
up his eyes and saw the place from 
afar. 


And Abraham said to his young 
men, “Stay here with the donkey, 
and I and the lad will go yonder, 
and we will prostrate ourselves and 
return to you.” 


And Abraham took the wood for 
the burnt offering, and he placed [it] 
upon his son Isaac, and he took into 
his hand the fire and the knife, and 
they both went together. 
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And Isaac spoke to Abraham his 
father, and he said, “My father!” 
And he said, “Here I am, my son.” 
And he said, “Here are the fire and 
the wood, but where is the lamb for 
the burnt offering?” 


And Abraham said, “God will 
provide for Himself the lamb for the 
burnt offering, my son.” And they 
both went together. 


And they came to the place of 
which God had spoken to him, and 
Abraham built the altar there and 
arranged the wood, and he bound 
Isaac his son and placed him on the 
altar upon the wood. 


And Abraham stretched forth his 
hand and took the knife, to slaughter 
his son. 


And an angel of God called to him 
from heaven and said, “Abraham! 
Abraham!” And he said, “Here I 
am.” 


And he said, “Do not stretch 
forth your hand to the lad, nor do 
the slightest thing to him, for now 
I know that you are a God fearing 
man, and you did not withhold your 
son, your only one, from Me.” 


Continued 


Continued 


And Abraham lifted up his eyes, tree by its horns. And Abraham went 
and he saw, and lo! there was aram, and took the ram and offered it up as 
[and] after [that] it was caught ina a burnt offering instead of his son. 





The first issue in the Biblical Art series: Rembrandt captures the moment 
when Abraham readied to sacrifice his son, and the Angel of the Lord 
appeared and ordered him to stop. Issued by Israel in 1994. 17.28 gm., .900 
fine gold, 30 mm. 
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The Bet Alfa Synagogue mosaic (sixth-century CE) depicts the 
moment before God stops Abraham from sacrificing Isaac. 
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“There are many interpretations of 
this passage. The Jewish Publication 
Society suggests Abraham’s apparent 
complicity with the sacrifice was 
actually his way of testing God. 
Abraham had previously argued 
with God to save lives in Sodom and 
Gomorrah. By silently complying 
with God’s instructions to kill Isaac, 
Abraham was putting pressure on 
God to act in a moral way to preserve 





life. More evidence that Abraham 
thought that he would not actually 
sacrifice Isaac comes from Genesis 
22:5, where Abraham said to his 
servants, “You stay here with the ass. 
The boy and I will go up there; we 
will worship and we will return to 
you.” By saying we (as opposed to I), 
he meant that both he and Isaac would 
return. Thus, he did not believe that 
Isaac would be sacrificed 1n the end. 





The Binding of Isaac(?) on a Roman provincial coin of Philip I and Philip II. 
Neapolis, 247—249 CE, bronze. Source: www.inmy.org.il (Israel Museum, 
Jerusalem). 
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PANcoins@gmail.com 


~*~ . a a e — 
L Coir sows ‘ST-a' IV ah 4rita J 
1 ‘ ' ey « 


PAK 
fo East Maiden St Suite 206 


Washington PA 15301 





3 Society of Israel Philatelists, Inc. 
POSTCARDS from — | 
the HOLY LAND Dr. Benjamin Wallace 24917 Hazelmere Road 


Beachwood, OH, 44122-3238 


Dues 
USA Canada/ Mexico All Others 
$30.00 $34.00 $43.00 


The Society of Israel Philatelists is a nonsectarian cultural and 
educational organization dedicated to the study and collecting of 
all philatelic items related to the Holy Land. 


The journal, The Israel Philatelist, is published 6 times a year. 
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THE NABLUS 1968 HOARD The Nablus 1968 Hoard: 
Be Oe neta ny TEC aes A Study of Monetary Circulation 
mae i in the Late Fourth and Early Third 
Centuries BCE Southern Levant 


by Dr. Haim Gitler of Israel Museum and 
Prof. Oren Tal of Tel Aviv University 


with contributions by Arnold Spaer, Sylvia Hurter, 
Dana Ashkenazi, and Adin Stern 
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The Nablus 1968 Hoard is the largest late Persian/early 
Hellenistic period coin and jewelry hoard recorded from 
the southern Levant and the largest known hoarded 
assemblage of Samarian coins. This study provides a 
AMERICAN detailed catalogue of all the coins and pieces of jewelry 


the authors managed to record. 





NUMISMATIC 
SOCIETY More at numismatics.org/store/nablus 
numismatics.org $75 ($52.50 for ANS Members) 
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David Hendin’s GUIDE to BIBLICAL COINS 


From your favorite dealer, 
the publisher, or Amazon.com 


Amphora - PO. Box 805 « Nyack, NY 10960 


AmphoraCoins@aol.com 


AUCTIONEERS 
Accepting consignments of Ancient, World and U.S, Coins for our three 
major auctions held each year. Specializing in Ancient Judean Coins. Member PNG, 
Life Members ANA. A family tradition since 1931, 


11400 W. Olympic Blvd #800, Los Angeles, CA 90064 * (800) 978-2646 - Fax (310) 551-2626 
Visit our website: www.goldbergcoins.com 
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WILLIAM ROSENBLUM/RARE COINS 
P.O. Box 785, Littleton, CO 80160-0785 
ne Tel 720-981-0785 Fax 720-981-5345 

us www.rosenblumcoins.com - bill@rosenblumcoins. com 
For the tat 30 years we have been the world’s leading dealer in all 
aspects of Ancient Judaea, Israel, Palestine and Judaica (including 
the Holocaust) as related to coins, medals, banknotes, tokens, etc. 
Life Member of ANA, former member Board of Directors of AINA, 
Member International Association of Professional Numismatists. 


THE TOKEN AND MEDAL SOCIETY 


Publishes a bimonthly journal, has a library avail- 
able to members, and an annual meeting at the 
ANA. TAMS and AINA jointly sponsor the Ben 
Odesser Award for the Best Article in “The Shekel”. 
Dues are $30 (U.S.), $42 (Canada) and $60 (Other 
Foreign). Send to: TAMS, c/o Mark Lighterman, 
5224 W. State Rd 46, No. 408, Sanford, FL 32771. 








WWW.ZUZIMCOINS.COM 
rs . info ZuzimCoins.com 
Fine Ancient: 718-951-1370 


Biblical Coins and Artifacts New York, USA Buying or Selling: 
Greek Coins We have been 
Roman Coins SPECIALIZING IN BIBLICAL - JUDAEAN COINS 
Persian Coins inteprity and expertise 
Parthian /Sassanian Coins for over 15 years. 


guiding collectors with 
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SHALOM! 





Here I was, pictured in the first 
issue of The Shekel — Spring 1968. 
I was listed as Associate Editor and 
a member of the Board of Directors. 
The first article that I wrote was 
headed “Judaean Jottings — The 
Jewish Shekel.” I had been invited 
to write for the Shekel and join the 
Board by Nat Sobel, the first Editor 
and designer of the AINA logo, 
who became my good friend. These 
were exciting times, orchestrated in 
large part by Yitzhak Avni, the first 
Director of the Israel Government 
Coins and Medals Corporation, who 
conceptualized AINA, and AINA’s 
first President, the indomitable Morris 
Bram. It has been my privilege and 
pleasure to have been a member of 
the Board of Directors for all but a 
few of AINA’s 53 years of existence. 
In addition I have been President for 
over 18 years — longer than anyone 


else — and have especially enjoyed 
being Editor of The Shekel since 
2017. Highlights of my tenure were 
leading the 18" Study Tour to Israel 
in 2008, designing the AINA website 
www.theshekel.org, and inaugurating 
the Shekel Prize in 2018. 


Best of all are the hundreds of 
friends I have made among AINA 
members, the numismatic press, 
professional numismatists, and the 
dedicated men and women active in 
numismatic organizations. 


As you may have guessed from 
my reminiscing, I have decided to 
step down as President of AINA and 
as Editor of The Shekel in order to 
have more time to spend with my 
wife and family, enjoy this wonderful 
hobby, and maybe actually have a few 
hours to occasionally relax. This will 
happen sometime before the end of 
2020 — but I will not totally divorce 
from AINA — I expect to stay on the 
Board, continue to contribute articles 
to The Shekel, and to be a juror for 
the Shekel Prize. I would also like 
to hear from AINA members now 
and then — so I will welcome calls 
to 818-225-1348 or send emails to 
numismel@ aol.com. 


Shalom, 


ML 
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Since Chester Krause began Numismatic News in 1952, it has been the top choice 
for hobby news and information for coin and paper money collectors from around 
the world. Since its founding, Krause and his publishing partners also launched 
World Coin News, Bank Note Reporter and Coins Magazine, each serving a 
different segment of the numismatic hobby. We are proud to still bring you these 
cornerstone publications so many decades later. 


Numismatic News, produced 32 times per year, is filled with auction reports, 
current events, upcoming auctions and hobby happenings, U.S. coin pricing, reader 
letters, history lessons and important information on fakes and forgeries. 


World Coin News is dedicated to bringing you the latest news about coins 
produced from around the globe. From extensive auction coverage and new issue 
reports, to history lessons from A to Z and coin news from around the world, it’s 
all here. 12 monthly issues are packed from cover to cover. 


Bank Note Reporter is published 12 times per year. With news from the 
U.S. and around the world, it’s collector’s preferred bank note publication. In 
addition to auction coverage, new discoveries, oddities and monthly collector 
showcases, a monthly U.S. price guide is included in each issue. 


Coins Magazine is collectors’ go-to source for updated monthly pricing in an 
easy-to-use format. The monthly pricing is accompanied by articles from regular 
contributors, including Mike Thorne, Ph.D., R.W. Julian and Mark Benvenuto. A 
reader favorite each month is the “Coin Finds” column, with reader stories of their 
best coin finds. 


Order your subscription(s) today at 
www.numismaticnews.net/ magazines. 


Numismatic News, World Coin News, Bank Note Reporter and Coins Magazine are published by Active Interest Media, Inc. 


WORLD & ANCIENT COIN AUCTIONS 


HERITAGE AUCTIONS is 
The Market Leader in Judaean Coins 


= ' Titus, as Caesar (AD 69-79). 
Jewish War (AD 66-70). IVDAEA DEVICTA type AV aureus. 
AR prototype shekel. Year 1. Realized $956,000 
Realized $1,105,375 


Bar Kokhba Revolt (AD 132-135). 
AR sela. Year 1. 
Realized $89,625 


Vespasian (AD 69-79). 
IVDAEA CAPTA type Orichalcum sestertius. 
Realized $262,900 


INQUIRIES: 

Sam Spiegel 

Director, International Numismatics 
214-409-1524 

SamS@HA.com 


HERITAGE. 
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THE WORLD’S LARGEST 
NUMISMATIC AUCTIONEER 


DALLAS | NEW YORK | BEVERLY HILLS | SAN FRANCISCO | CHICAGO | PALM BEACH 
LONDON | PARIS | GENEVA | AMSTERDAM | HONG KONG 


WorldCoins@HA.com 


BP 20%, see HA.com 5388 





